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STINGERS TO HONO[?
FALLEN FRIEND

The "Stingers" punship platoen of the 116th
Assault Helicopter Company is meking plane to
honor o fallen comrads who wes killed in action
when a single enemy rodket atwuck the 116th's

ares in Cu Chi. The deceased was SP5 D.

enpany

(fer Dog) "whiskers", a
of the "Stingers" since
becoming  attached 4o
tho unit in 1966. SES
"Whiskers" is to be kon-
ored in a graveside
ceremony,; where he will
be presented (posthum=
ously) with = Purple
Heart and an Army Come
nimdation Medul, donas
ted by intcrested
friends of the 25th In-
fantry Division.

SP5 "Whiskers" oo
bodied in the torsc of
a dogy all the quali-
ties so desired in e

good sgoldier and in a ¢

gocd frionds 'Rerely
did this Wire-hairved
"Stinger"” miss a forma-
tion, always sitting,
heed erect, ears wigid

eyss t0 the front, un= |

il "3t Base" wzs given
when §P5  “Wniskera"
would relsx slightly,
allowing his ears to
lope thodr rigidity.
8P5 ‘'Whiskers" was
an honered guost at all
"Stipgox" partics
where the practice of
giving out "You DIome
Good" plagues to de-
parting members origin-
ated. Put, "Whiskers"
wos rot willing
"Stinger" in name

815
uould attech himsclf %o
aome gunchip, and fly
&5 ohsorver throughout
the dey's mission.

He continued to fly
uatil shortly oftfér
Opezation "Junotion
City", vhon for reamsonse
of his ovn, B8P5 "Whia=
(Continued on pege 5 )

faithful member-supporter
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[ 188TH SUPPORTS

.
DLACK ADLER”

The 188th Asseult
Hd isopter Company
"Hlawk Widows" supporte
ed the 308th Avintion
Battalien "Black Adlex
# the new unit's first
battalion operation.

The coordigated .af~
fort consisted of Com-
bat Assanlt operations
in tha 3omg Ba aren.
The 188th aided the
"Blask 4dler” Battalion
forces in insertions
ond extractions of el-
ementa of the Speoial
Faroes.

spiders sriash
ve base curip

The "Spidera”
ships from the lgamthp
assault Helioopter Com-
pay killed 24 opemy
seldiers in an nll-out '
assanlt against a eua-
pacted enomy base camp
in an ares northeast of
Tey Ninh.

In support of ole-
ments of the 25th In=
fantry Division, the

P CA NETS
& VC KILLS

"Stinger"  pgunships
fron the 116th As:eult
Heligopter Company kil-
led eight enemy 35ole
diers during combat as-
sault operations with
elements of the 25th
Infantry Division in an
area norehwest of Sai-
aen.

Upon Taceiving fire
on the initial inger=
tion, the 116th ships
radioed for artillery
and air sirikes. The
supperting e 1 ements
saturated the landing
zone with heavy artil-
lery and nir strikea,
and the "Stingers'" mo-
ved in to out off any

36 ba !

anemy who might be ate
tompting to oseape.
The 116th gunshipe
spottod end killed two
Viet Cong swimming a=
cross ~ canal in an ef-
fort to flee $he axea.
Another VG was killed
when  the
destroyed his sxunpa:q
| {Bontinubd*oy page 4.}

“Spiders”, load by WOl
Charles J. Padie (4n-
chorage, Alaska) sur-
prised the encmy in an
open area and poursd
henvy concentrations of

"St!.ngezs" |

firepower upon a large
number of enemy 80le
i diera., The enemy, in a
atate of confusion
{Continued: on page z 5

SMOKEY PERFONMS NIGHT OP

In conjunction with the 116th Asveult Holioop=
ter Company "Horneta", the 269th Combat Aviabion
Battolion amoke ship, niclmamed "Smokey Buron,™
‘was ¢alled upon t0 perform hagardous and diffi-
cult night smoking operatioms in support of in=
fentry elements under heavy snemy fire.

Vith infantry forces locked in heavy, close
contrct with the enemy in nn area southwest of
:Saigon, the battalion smoke ship was ubilized to
iprovile smoks cover for the 1l6ih "slicks" that
lvere insérting infantry to beef-up (Cont page 5 )
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Celestial Six Ccoc .
’ INJECTS -
LERT PLEASURE 15 RELATIVE
On 28 Peb we began the forty-day (Not comnting
Sundays) period known oo Lent, During this sea= FR SOMZ

son we concentrate on the sufferings of Oprist
and the Cross. The purpose of Lent is to show us
that there is no degrees of suffering, either phy-
sical or spiritual which God has not fully shared
with usy even in "The valley of the shadow of
death". So when we look at Lemt from this side of
the Resurrection we can be aseured that not only
has God been in the depthg with wus, but through
the presence of the LIVING Lord, he is with us
now alao.

Pasting, or "giving up" something, has long
been a part of the observance of the Lenten season.
The ides being th=t wo go i thout somothing that
is impoctant t0 ws in order that we might be re-

minded of 4nd meditate on the suffering of Carfat. i/

By "fasting" is zlsoc meant our attitude of ni.nd{
and heart as we observe Lent. Honesty in indiea-
ted] And this would surely includs facing our am
situation ad circumatance for what it is and ro-
fusing to indulge ourselvas in either self-pity
or bitterness. Here the oxample of ths Lord as he
faced hia presion and death csm be n great help.
Lent is sn invitation to trust God, and also
serves as an illuetration of kis trustworthiness,
Lont tells us elearly vhat our Lord doce for us,
he can algo d¢ in uss Thie he will de, and you
omn count on ity T 7T - R

£ jj/ﬁ,},f,;‘;:;?/e

BLACK BARON RELEASE

THE BLACK BAROK RELZASE ds an  authorized pi~
monthly publication of the 269th Combat Aviation
Battalion, APQ San Frenoisco 36353, Opinions ex-
pressed in  this publicatior are not necessarily
theac of thes Battalion Comander,

Ofticer, Bditors, or the Duited States irmy.

Agsooiate Informati

Spec.
Mimea Roproductionesssssscscsa SP4 Tod H. Kankel

Informatiom -

PLEASURE MUST BE ° DIRECT
T0 BE DESIRABLE

FOR OTHERS
T INDIRRCT PISASUREa=
GIVING -=FROVIDE:  MORE

SATISFACTT o .

THE QUANTTTY OF PLEASUHE
SHOUD R RQUAL

0 THAT NUMBER OF TDMES
OfE IS GBLE 10 DIRECT
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SPIDERS kil L

(Continued from page 1)
panickod and the "Spi-
ders” were able to make
asvaral pepses as the
eneny scattérdd in ran-
don attenpis to escopes

The 188th slicks in-
serted infantry troops
in the =ren, nnd the
infantry also wna high-
1y succeasful in direce
ting nszoults ngainast
the armed oggressora.
Tac 188th  troop carry-
ing ships wero called
upon to medevec two of
the infentry soldiers.

é/.:&-e-/
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MESS STEWARD

The old clishe,
on its stomach™ has beun true ao
long es men have merched of © 40 war.
Good "ehew" is the main stoy of the
Fighting man; often spelling the
difforence betwsen an  effective
fighting foroe and a demoralized mobe
Wars throughout the azes have more
than proven this facta

The man direotly responsible for |
kaoping a unit fd s the Mess Stev- |
urd, mors comonly ©:llad the Mess
Sergoant.

Facing o miazion thst Tequires
Imowlodge, paticnes, snd underatands
ing, cotpled with long hard hours;
the Mess Sergoant ds  invariably o
dedicated soldier. His first concorn
is the mon in the unit. He is re-
8 ponzible for the preparation of the:
hundreds of nourishing meals served
daily in the wnit mess. He is & mas-
ter at his trade, knowledgzble not
enly in the preparation of food, but
in adminetration and the tuctful
art of handling personncl =s well.

In Vietnam, the Mews Sergsant
often becomes & direct representa=
tive of the Jmericen woy of life.
Local nationnls, wnder his watehful
ayl,, clean the equipment cesemtial

mesl preparations He must have
thc-s ability to work with, puide, and
convey American standsrds in a cour=
toous nonner to the Vietnamesc pso-
ple.

His tagk is diffioult, cnplica=
ted, and sumetince thankloss; but
‘beczuse of his
tion, sn army
effoctively.

its not fiction:

convinues to function

LEST SELLER 3AV

First Lioutenant Henry L. Wyatt
(Danville, Virginia) has good reason
to mppreciate good literature. I1IT
Wyatt, an aviator with the 187#h
Assault Helicoptsr Company, escaped |
serious injury when an enemy round
hit his helioopter and stopped when
A% struek a book'baneath 1IT Wyabt's
3zats

Tne Lieutenant's helicopter came
under eneny fire while operatiog on
@mabats assaults in an area thres
‘@iles north of Saigon. 4 copy of
James A. Michener's "THE SOURCE "
stopped one @ round from strike
ing LT Wyatt. This fact was not dis=

"in army travels |

professional dedica= '

fOKEY VERFORMS

(Continued from page mumber 1)

| the alresdy exieting friendly posi-
! tions. "Smokey Baron", comunnded by
| Gwz Charles Ee Ge Baird (Ashlund ,
Onio)and piloted by Hsgor Seary Mex-
tin (Peneacola, Florids)y woe abls to
provide a  concealing cloud of bil-
lowing smeke thnt hindered the cnc=
my's vision of the insertion opore-
| tions, es _the troop carrying heli-
copters hnd met with intense cncny
hesvy sutomatic weapens fire from
three sldes of the londing zone.

As dar¥hess mpproeched, the smoke
ghip continued its concerling sup-
port, ns the 116th elements conduo=
ted two more infaniry insertions.
The “Homets" began emergency re-
aupply missions with the smoke ship
placing the vision=hindering eurtain
of smoke between the enemy -nd the
Linding zone.

Sinoe the smoke ship waa foroced
to fly at low level in order to dia-
pense its smoke properly, the denger
of +triking n tres or anothor heli-
copter beceme morc imminont in the
darknesss With the aid of g-ound
| flares, and the over-watching .ofew
{ chiaf :nd gunner, kh: "Smokey Baron'
uvisters were able to * suceegssfully
negotiate the toews as they ladd
their vital blanket of smoke. Com=
nenting on ths importunce of the
orew chief, 5F5 Philip Busby (River-
dale, Oalifornia) ond gunner, 5P5
i Paul Geving (Redford Township, Mich-

=

i

igm )y Alzeralt Commandar, OW2 Brird
gtnted: "The most important people
in smoke operations, uspeoially at
night, are the crew ohiaf and gunner
who porvide wvisual olearance o
other aircraft, obstaclcs, the enemy
and when and whars to maneuver the
ghip."

"S5 R7iH PILOT

coversd wntil luter, whon IT Wyatt
and the Adreraft Commander CW2 James
He Bennott, Jr (Screven, Georgia)
wore mspenfme; the sircreft 1T

nmage

The thil:k test seller still held
the expended enemy round, whioh had
rinped » hole from paze 923 to pege
1088, Affer realizing that the no-
vel hod kept an cnemy round from
hitting him, 17 Wyntt vowed te
write the author and remarked: "I
wish I hed turned the book over, be-
ceuse.nbw TiA goifig-td hiave to Tead
around the hole."
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SAVING. TG HELP TUNCLE!

y resident Jolmaon hos apocaled to all UeS. oit-

izens for help in solving a problem "of vital

ooncern 0 tha economic heelth and well=being of
this Fation and the Free World."

The problem is not 2 new cne. It concemns the
"internetional balance of paymonts” and affedts
every U.8. servicemsn and his family--now serwing
or sbout to serve abroad.

But how does this intermational balance of
payments sifuation tou'h a servicomnn mga his
fanily? What oan he do to halp?

The pnswer is sinpler "Buy" and "Sava" Ameri-
oan.

Bvory dellar e servicomon spends for gouds
producad by Unole Sem helps; overy American dol=
lar he invests in UuS. Sevings Bonds, Froudon
Shares or the Unifomed Service Savings Deposit
Progran elac helpas

4nd in the "savings" progrsma you get paid
for the privilcgo. T.S. Savings Donds will pay you
415 peroent interest; Freedom Shares pay 4.T4
parcent interest in only & yeara; and at over
scad stetions the Uniformed Services Savings Des
posit Program paye 10 pere.nt interost.

Saving your money in one of those programa is
not only = service to your country, but is mdded
insurance thet you won't ruturn home empty handed

Alz0, as Presidsnt Joknson snid: "Pha tino has
now care  for dooieive action designed to bring.
our balance of payments to--éx close to-eequili-
brium in the year aheed., The need is a nptional
and dnternaticnal responeibility of the highest
eriority."

‘Hornets” VILL TWO VC: MAC

In support of 4/39
"Mochete" of the
Infentry, the "'Hmets"
of the 1l6th Assamlt

ingerted the infentry
clements inte landing
zones in an ares heavi-
ly fortified with bun=

Helicopter Compeny,aid-
ed by their "Stinger'
killed twe

combat aspaulie southe
weat of SBaigin.
Ttilizing el the
firepower at their dis-
poeal,; the '"Hormeta"

kers md structures.
With the aid of air
striken and artillery,
the 116th was able to
insert the  infentry
successfully. Each in-
sertion  brought the
helicopters under in-
tense automatic wespons

CA NETS

{continued from page 1)
with rockets, md atill
anothar was killed when
the gunships fired into
the struoture in which
he was  hiding. Two
others fell under the
"Stinger" fire pover
vhile hiding in spider
holes, and an rddition-
2l two anemy o ldiérs
were cut  dewn when the
"Stingers" fired into
the bushes they were
behind.

NUMBER

1000

A helicopter belong-
ing to the 18Tth 4s-
ssult Helicopter Com-~
pany holds the dubious
hmuz- of being the

1,000 damazed or 4nope
erable ship to be oon=
voyed © meintenance by
the "Pipcemoks" CH-47s

The downed siroraft
had been piloted by 117
arthur Moleurin (Arling-
ton, Virginia) wntil
eromy firs oaiged dam-
age extensive onough to
warrant utilization of
"Pipesmoke" nireraft-
regovery fscilitien.

The 1,000 "Flpasneke
operation was heralded
by amoks grenndes of
avary ocolor thrown to
mark vharo  the drmoged
aireraft wus to be
placod. The multi-sol-
ered mmoke was caught
up in the rotor wash of
the "Pipeamoke" CH-4T
and wns pulled high in-
to the nir emid cheers
from the ground crew.

ires On asveral noEJ
sions it became neces-
#ery to o¢all in pir-
strikes and artillery
within one hundred me-
ters of friendly poei=~
tions. )
Heveral "Hornet'
eralt took hits during
the days operation, and
four crewmembers were
injured.

{c
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Whiskers

kera" chose to discon-
tinue flying. He ddd
however, maintain se
his official duky,.the
eeeing off of the gun-
ships, and the greeting
of them on their return
By some system, known
-only-to him, 8P5 "Whis—
kers" could distinguish
by sound alone, the

"Stinger" aircraft from
&any other helicopters
that might be in the
area.

The daily greete

BARON BEAUTY.....Gloris
Nakee, This lssucs sem
lection was last sesn
at =a film loeation in
Epwaii  with Warner
Brothera Studios.
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ing by "Whiskers' became
a real wmorale - builder
for the "Stinger" craws
and aviatera. TUpon re-
turning to their base
after a long day which

had left them tired,
hi ' battle=sore,
the "Stingers" could

elways look forward to
being welcomed by one
3P3

Fepeated enemy mor=
tar sttacks made "Whip-
kers"  extremely cau-
tious, and at the start
of » siren, he would
dash to a bunker or in-

to one of two sapider
holes that he had dug
in the area. On Fsbru-
ary 2d, there was no
siren, = single eneny
rocket lended in the
area, and the only ap-
precinBle danage that
it did wns tc take the
life of tha "Stingera"”
clogeat friend, SPS
"Whi 3" .

A smpll grave vas
dug for him wi th a view
of the flight line. 4
marker was plnced there
that bore this brief
inseription: "Whiskera"
===You Done Goods
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