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Major General George P: Seneff,
Commanding General of the lst Avia=
tion Brigade, presented a total 117
spot awards to the members of the
187th Assault Helicopter Company
269th Combat Aviation Battalion,-and
to personnel from other units invol-
ved in the August Tth action.

The Awards Ceremony took place at
the 187th “Blask Hawk" (Cont on pg2)
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7CHCP°/’?S DOWN
12 OTHERS /~//HT

What started as a routine nomba‘b
@osoult mission for the I8Tth Assavlk
Helicopter Company, 269th Combat Av=
ation Battalion, suddenly eruptsed
into a violent air-ground battle .six
miles north of Saigon, and scramdled
several other aviation wunits into
actione A total of seven oraft were
downed at the Landing Zone area, six
more made a one time flight to safe
areas, and gix others continued the
mission despite multiple hits.

On the approach to the oblong’
landing zone, near the Saigon River
eight slick troop carrying Huey Hel -
icopters from the 187th Black Hawks
began teking <intense small arms and
automatic weapons firee The lead . -
ship went down from multiple hitse A
seeond ship, the tail rotor shot off
.gspun  and -crashed next to ite Two
other heavily damaged craft dropped
their 199th Light Infantry Brigade

troops, but went down Just outside
of the BA from damage sustained in
the ini¥isl approashe The remaining

ships took several hits, btut fLew
out of the area bringing wounded a.nd
rescued erews with them

- Pire teams consisting of two gun=~

“Block Mark et =raud -

Racent dovolopmeuts indiocate that
a significant number of articles and
products appearing in -Blaek Market
channels are counterfeit because of
reuse of US labels, trademarks, and
containerse Sush materials represent
an outright fraud, constitute a sger=-
ious hezlth hazard, and reflect ad-
vergely on the US image in Vietnam.
One of the -goals: ~of¥(Cont page ‘5:)

- 3d TOUR
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Lieutenant Coloncl Irwin K. Oockett Jr recent= f
Ly a.ssumecL the position ~of Executive Officer of

“the MBLuek Barons'.

Originally from Koloay on the island of Ka uai
entered the service as an en- .
bec 8" served with ‘the 5th ‘Regl ™
AT Combat Team at Sehoficld Barrasks, Hawail
and deployed with the unit to Korea in 1950,

at F't Knox,
and was - commissioned a (Contlnued on page md.

Hawsii , LfI_‘C Cockett

21949 4

He attended Armor ' OCS
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LTFC 1S NEW X0~y

The 269th=Combit Aviation Battalion has gained
experiance of a- career office»
. presently. scrving his thrd tour - in the Republic-~

Ships cmeh, from the 120th, 116th,
187th, and 1624 Assault - Helicopter-
Companies, scrambled to the area, -
blasting it with rooket and machine
gun fire.

A slick from the 68th "Tep Tigesra"

attempted a resupply of the infamiry . {
~soldiers on the ground.

The oraft-
took a direet hit from e heavy wea— ;
pon and crashed to the right of the

‘Landing Zonee. # A

A smoke sh:.p frow (Cont page. L\ )

TN/\MESS
TO ELECT ON

The government of
Vietnam will conduct a.n'
election on Sunday. e
September 1967. Prior.
to that date, an elec
tion campaign w.in,
progressy will fpn
until S@tem‘be&‘ 3rde ,'

This is'a free Vn.et-
" '|namese election, nd-
United States or. {other .
(Continued on page no.,})
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bot Avietion"Dattalion Headquarters |

mede the first ‘rescue attempt for
tl.  dowmed "Top Tiger". Intense
ground fire from 2l1 directions

wounded two of +the crew memberg,
migsione The crippled”

uhortinp" the
"3lack Beron" ship flew to Cu Chi

.toz. repairs. A "Razor Back" Gunship,-|'

from the 120th Lsssult Helicopter
Comapny was also unable to rescue
the downed "Top Tiger" crew bescal se
of heavy eutomeatic weapons fire.
Demage received by the gunship dur=

ing the wrescue otltempt caused the

craft to force land near & Vietnam—
ese Army compound some 3000 meters
from the LeZe

Despite the continuing hail of
enemy flre, a
the tHIra try to pick up the wounded
crew of the 68th Assault Helicopter
Company choppere. Pieking wup one of
the erew, the "Black Hawk" ship be-—
gan receiving severe damage from

automntic weapons® and flew. .out of -

the arese. It force landed next o

" Generzal John Fe. Fruend on

."BLw ek Hawk™ ship. made_

With four slicks from the 19Lst

Assault Helicopter Company, and four
.of their own, the "Black Hawks" in-

serted a second 1ift of infantry in-
to another area to Ybegin a sweeping
action against the estimated :r:eln-
forced company of Viet Conge. '

A Command and Control ship from
the 199th Light Infantry Brigade,
with the Brigade Commander Brlgwdler
" bosied,,
moved in at low level to attempt to

- rescue a downed chopper crew, Enemy
fire drove the ship off, woundlng

the general and his aid.
‘Ground. “troops later secured .the

‘area and found two more of the "Top
. Tigex" crew; evacuating them to med-
-iecal- facilities for treatments”

Artillery, airstrikes, and a rain’
of fire from the gunships of geveral

.units broke the entrenched enemy po- -

sitfonse Viet Cong casualties were

. estimated as high, the emct figures

were not known.
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was next for the Black Baron Officer, and a sub- l
sequent assignment to the 82d Airborne Division i
|

followede
Highlighting his

Group at FT Brzgz, North Carolinae
LTC Cockett imoved with the famous

it to Bad Tolz, West Germeny s~ &--
/rountainous area near the Austrian
tovicrs He was an FA Team Commander

2L Mareh 1957 He returned to the

St bug - a ]L) and atbtended Fllght
Toneol ot Uonmp Gory, Texase Promo-
“ion b0 -GRT ceme while completing the

/dvence Infantry Course at FT Beh=- -

siing in 1958, He followed up by at= .

tending the 3d Army Instrument Flight

3chool in Lugusts, Georgise. Subse-
quent assigonmonts . to. hiss native
Haweii and to Okinawa followed.
Tn 1962 the Black Baron Execu-
tive Officer camc to Vietnam for the
firss timee He waz. cgzigned to MACV
as the peroona.L p_:._o-t for  Genersl
Paul D. Harkins, predecessor to
General  Williom Ce Westmoreland,
COMUSMLCT- Returning to the States,
the the C-rinin Cockett wes assign-
ed to ¥3 [ulay, Kansas, and becane
the "@otieanding Officer of the Combat
Support Companr, 2d Battle Group of
the 26tk Tnfantzy, lst Infantry Di=-
vigion. .z participated in Operation
Long Thrust, which brought +the 1st
Infantry dinto Borlin, Germany in
1963, The Operation was a test of
speed and efficiency in which a
large tactical unit can be moved- -

early carecr  Was an asgsign- !
ment with +he 10th Special Forces' '

| Command ana ‘Geneeal Staff

‘“the Army has been very Good to me."

D ONDS
__Now
long dJ.st'mces under mmulated ‘comtat
conditions. ™

LTC Cockett later attended the
Gollege
at Fort' Leavenworth Kansas. While

attending the course, he was promo- /-"'

ted to the rank of Major. He return~--
ed to the lst Infantry Division, and

_took over the slot of Assistant Di=-

vigion Aviation Officere LTC Cockett

began tis second  tour in Vietnam -
‘with the Tth Lirlift Platconand, was
gtationed at- Da Nang. under opera,tlon
al control of the Marine expedition- ™ -
oy forcese The unit’ expanded ~into ~

the I Corp ALviation Company Frovi-

sionsl and LTC Cockett tecame the

Executive Officer and later the Com-
pany Commander of the unit.

_ Mareh of 67 brought the Black
Baron Officer back'to TVietnam for

the third timee He was assigned as %
the Plans Officer for the 17th Com=_. &

bat Lviation Group at Na Trang, and

later =ns Lrgpaments Officer at USARV.. -
Headquarters. He was promoted to his - % -
present rank and specifically reques- % -
ted to be transferred to the  THlack .

Baron Battalion.
Queried as’ - to
about the Military after nearly 18

-years of service, LTC Cockett answar- =

ed, "I pereonally love military life:

his feglings =




